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DAR EL-NIMER FOR ARTS & CULTURE

MIDAD

12.04.2017 - 12.10.2017

A BRIEF HISTORY OF ARABIC
CALLIGRAPHY THROUGH
THE EL-NIMER COLLECTION
ALAIN FOUAD GEORGE, Ph.D.

The Public and Intimate
Lives of Arabic Calligraphy

P

Calligraphy was one of the earliest art forms developed by Muslims:

its cornerstones were laid as early as the first century after the hijjra,
during the Umayyad caliphate, giving script a visual sophistication
largely unprecedented in the Mediterranean world. In this lecture,
based primarily on objects seen in the Midad exhibition, we will glimpse
at the main lines of these developments in the Islamic world, from

O

PUBLIC PROGRAMS

Midad is Dar EI-Nimer’s inaugural
exhibition of material drawn from the
El-Nimer Collection. Concerned with
the historical development, socio-
political implications and contemporary
significance of calligraphy and the
Arabic script, the exhibition presents
extraordinary objects from the eighth to
the twentieth centuries alongside new
commissions from local artists.

EXHIBITION OPENING HOURS

Monday to Saturday, 11am -7 pm
*Closed on public holidays.

Alain Fouad George:
Senior Lecturer,
Islamic Art, University
of Edinburgh

THU 13 APR 7 - 8:30 PM West Africa to China.

MIDAD’S CONTEMPORARY Join Midad curator Rachel Dedman in conversation with artists Marwan Rachel Dedman:
Rechmaoui, Roy Samaha, Jana Traboulsi and Raed Yassin, to discuss Curator

COMMISSIONS /

MODERATED BY RACHEL DEDMAN
MON 17 APR 7 - 8:30 PM

the new work they have produced for Midad, commissioned by Dar
El-Nimer. Their projects explore the histories and contemporary
significance of the book, the script, the talisman, the margin, and the
interlinked authority of word and image.

THE GEOMETRY OF ARABIC The relationship between Arabic script and the divine is as old as the Ahmad Moustafa:
Qur’an itself. In this lecture Ahmad Moustafa presents his book, The Artist, academic

LETTER SHAPES AS RECEPTACLES Cosmic Script, in which he argues for the presence of divine revelation researcher

OF DIVINE IMMANENCE in the very forms of Arabic letters, and for their organic connection to

AHMAD MOUSTAFA the shapes and proportion of the human body.

TUE18 APR 7 -8:30 PM

BIRDS OF A LETTER, Zoomorphic calligraphy, or drawing animals using Arabic letterforms, Ghaleb Hawila:
is a practice that has been done since the 15th century. This Calligrapher

FLOCK TOGETHER

workshop explores the fluidity of Arabic script through exercises and

GHALEB HAWILA experiments with lettering, colours, and composition, making a vibrant Fees: 15,000 LBP
SAT 29 APR 10 AM - 12 PM work of art to take home. Ages: 8-12

SAT 13 MAY 10 AM - 12 PM

CALLIGRAPHY: AN ART Sayegh is a pioneer of modern calligraphy in the Arab world. His Samir Sayegh:

IN ITS OWN RIGHT
SAMIR SAYEGH
TUE 02 MAY 7 - 8:30 PM

approach to calligraphic practice, driven by the pure aesthetics of
letter forms, can be understood as part of a regional modernism in
the plastic arts. His talk will address the intertwined nature of Arabic
calligraphy and religion, the symbiosis of language and script, and
calligraphy as an art that must be understood on its own terms.

Artist, calligrapher
and researcher of
Islamic art

TIME REVERSED
CHAFA GHADDAR

FRI'05 MAY  6:30 - 8:30 PM
& SAT 06 MAY 10 AM - 1 PM

(2-day workshop)

A palimpsest is a text-within-a-text, and a feature inherent in

many ancient manuscripts. After examining different historical and
contemporary models for palimpsests, this workshop guides participants
through a journey intervening on scripted material of their choice.
Inviting experimentation with writing, painting, tracing, and drawing, the
session proposes an alternative way of experiencing art, text and paper.

Chafa Ghaddar:
Artist

Fees: 50,000 LBP

DIALLO’S JOURNEY

IAN FOSTER, Ph.D.
TUE 16 MAY 7 - 8:30 PM

An eighteenth century Qur’an written from memory by freed African
slave Ayuba Suleiman Diallo is a highlight of the EI-Nimer Collection

and Midad. This talk attempts to answer questions about Diallo’s life,
examining his time and circumstances as a slave in the United States,
reasons for his travel to England, and his interaction with both societies.
His journey is examined here based on clues from the manuscript, as
well as newly-surfaced traces of his life, hidden for the past 250 years.

lan Foster:
Independent scholar

FAT'HA, DAMMEH, KASRA
STUDIO KAWAKEB

WED 17 MAY 4 - 6 PM
WED 07 JUN 4 -6PM
WED 12 JUL 10 AM - 12 PM
WED 09 AUG 10 AM - 12 PM

This interactive workshop invites children to explore Arabic script from
an unusual perspective. Over the span of two hours, children will be
immersed in a series of entertaining and educational experiences using
their senses. How can we make letter shapes with our bodies? Think

of characters in terms of animals¢ Match one calligraphic style with
another? Led by Studio Kawakeb, kids will be inspired to explore and
engage with language and writing beyond speech and text itself.

Studio Kawakeb:
Visual arts studio

Fees: 15,000 LBP
Ages: 5-8

LETTERS LETTERS LETTERS!
KHAJAG APELIAN & FARAH FAYYAD
SAT 20 MAY 10 AM - 1PM

What would a font look like if each letter was drawn by a different
person? This workshop looks at samples of different calligraphic styles,
observing how the tool used affects the form of a letter. Participants
will draw their own using a variety of tools, compiling the results into

a functioning Arabic font. This will be then used to create posters
promoting the work of the little letterers.

Khajag Apelian: Lettering,
type and graphic designer

Farah Fayyad: Lettering
and graphic designer

Fees: 15,000 LBP

Ages: 8-12
THE BIRTH OF TYPOGRAPHY OUT How do we define calligraphy and typography? This talk is a thorough Reza Abedini:
examination of the journey from contemporary calligraphy into Graphic artist,
OF THE SPIRIT OF CALLIGRAPHY typography. Abedini explores processes of conversion, transformation educator
REZA ABEDINI and reduction, addressing technical and aesthetic issues related to the
) development of modern visual languages in graphic design and Perso-
TUE 30 MAY 7 -8:30 PM Arabic typography.
TYPOEM In this intensive workshop, participants are invited to take classic Reza Abedini:
Arabic poems and use them to make a typographic poetry book in Graphic artist,
REZA ABEDINI ° o o educator

MON 03 - FRI 07 JUL
(5-day workshop)

10 AM - 1PM

Arabic. The approach is based on understanding and adapting the
special qualities and characteristics of the Arabic writing system,
calligraphy and typography. This workshop is open to students and
professionals in graphic design. Applicants are required to submit up
to five samples of their work for review before registration.

Fees: 200,000 LBP

BRIDGING ARABIC SCRIPT & TYPE
PANEL: LARA CAPTAN, KRISTYAN
SARKIS, ONUR YAZICIGIL

Within the shapes of arabic letters lies an ocean of artistic
production that has carried the content of language for thousands
of years. In this talk, the panellists reflect on the challenges faced in
understanding the cultural heritage of the Arabic script and how this
knowledge forms the backbone of contemporary Arabic type. The

Lara Captan: Type
designer & typographer

Kristyan Sarkis: Type
and graphic designer

TUE25JUL  7-8:30 PM discussion will be centred around the necessity of building bridges Onur Yazicigil:
between tradition and modernity in order to create authentic and Typographer, educator
high-quality Arabic typefaces.

LIBERATING ARABIC With millions of people using the Arabic script online, in many different Thomas Milo:

THOMAS MILO & MIRJAM SOMERS
THU 27JUL 7 -8:30 PM

languages, Silicon Valley’s ignorance of Arabic script culture remains
detrimental to the development and use of digital typographic forms
in Arabic, despite localised and individual attempts to create non-Latin
script solutions for browsers. This talk presents a new concept and
technology, which offers a comprehensive solution suitable for broad
online application, unshackled to specific corporate operating systems.

Linguist, typographer

Mirjam Somers:
Typographer, type
designer

America St., Clemenceau, Beirut, Lebanon

All talks are free of charge and open to the public.

For workshops, places are limited. Please book your place by sending
an email to: activities@darelnimer.org

Contact: info@darelnimer.org, t. +9611 367 013

www.darelnimer.org
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